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South India 


Says the Wise Old Owl: 


| 6&59¢ 
“Hallo, children, 


As you know owls are supposed to be very wise birds. That is why | 
have been chosen by the publishers to prepare this book—and several 
others which are on the way—in the hope that you will not only find it 
exciting and interesting but that it will be of great help to you at school. 

Turn the pages and you will see that first and foremost it is a picture 
book. | am sure that you will remember lots and lots of the facts because 
| have kept the stories and notes as brief as possible. 

| hope that you will enjoy every minute you spend with this book just 
as | have enjoyed all the weeks | have spent in producing it for ‘you. 
Happy reading to you all. . 

Your friend, 
The Wise Old Owl." 
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PRINCE OF WALES 
ATHENS 


1. The Prince of Wales. The title Prince of Wales has been 
given to the eldest son of the King or Queen of Great Britain 
ever since King Edward the First presented his baby son to the 


people of Wales, in the year 1301, to make the two countries. 


one kingdom after they had been at war for many years. In 1969, 
Prince Charles became the new Prince of Wales. 


3. Athens. Athens is the capital city of Greece. It has been 
called a ‘city of whiteness and brightness” because nearly all 
its buildings were made of marble or limestone and against the 
blue of a clear sky the effect was dazzling. On a hill above the 


modern city are the rui cient temple called 
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2. The Concorde. The Concorde is the great passenger 
jet-plane, which has been produced by Britain and France, both 
countries building their own aircraft. It can fly much faster than 
the speed of sound. You can see its long, pointed nose, which 
can be depressed so that the pilot gets a good view of the 
ground when he is landing or taking-off this super plane. 
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4. Apache. The Apaches (say ‘‘A-patch-ees”’ i 

Red Indians who live in parts of tants Oneh cn el 

they were the enemies of white men and fought against the 

United States soldiers. They were so warike that other Red 

Indian tribes called them “Apache”, which in their language 
mean ne enemy ’. 


11. Walt Disney. This wonderful film-maker is known the 
jworld over for his enchanting cartoon films such as “Alice in 
;Wonderland” and ‘‘The Sleeping Beauty’. Of course, his most 
famous funny character is Mickey Mouse. “Snow White and 
| the Seven Dwarfs” is probably his best loved film. 
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3. Tom Thumb. There are many stories about Tom Thumb, a 

make-believe little boy no bigger than his fathers thumb 

Being so tiny he was often in trouble and once fell into his 

mother’s baking dish. It sounds fun to be very tiny, but Tom 

found it could be a nuisance. The name '|s often used to 
. ibe objects which are very small. 
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2. The Sphinx. The Sphinx is to be seen in Egypt. It was bu 
many thousands of years ago, when people said prayers to al 


4 Friar Tuck. He was one of Robin Hood's band of are 
men. In spite of being a friar, Tuck was a man who oe ab 
fight. We are told that he usually fought with a Arty aa 
which is a long, stout stick, He and Little John and Will 9¢a é 


in’ re > in most of His” 
were Robin’sepest friends and wert with hin am 
™. exciting adventures 
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down to the edge of the sea when 

the tide is out, they will not be able 
to sit there for long. They will have to 
move back when the tide comes in, 
or they will get their feet wet. 

When they see the tide coming in, 
many people think about the story of 
King Canute. It is said that he was a 
very foolish and vain King, who 
thought himself so clever and power- 
ful that he could command the sea to 
obey his command. But this was not 
SO, aS you will see when you read 
this story about him. 

King Canute was born in 994. As a 
young man he took part in ‘an 
invasion of England by the Vikings, 
as the men from Denmark and 
Norway were called. He became King 
of England in 1016. For 18 years he 
ruled wisely and well. ' 

Canute gave England 18 years of 
peace and order. During that time his 
elder brother died and Canute took 
over the thrones of Denmark and © 
Norway as well. 

His courtiers were anxious to 
please him, so they flattered him. . 
They were always telling King Canute 
that he could do anything he wanted, 
if he tried. 

So the King told them to take his 
throne and place it at the edge of the 
sea when the tide was out. He sat on 
the throne and when the rising tide 
came closer and closer to his feet, he 
ordered the water to go back. But not 
even the command of a King could 
make the sea go back—and soon the 
salt water was lapping around the 
Royal feet, much to the dismay of the 
noble courtiers. 

‘Does the sea dare to disobey a 
King’s order?” they said. 

King Canute only smiled. Turning 
to his courtiers, he said, “Let all men 
know how empty and worthless is the 
power of Kings. There is only one 
person whom the heaven, earth and 
sea obey, and that is God.” 

So you see, King Canute was nota 
foolish and vain man. He knew very 
well that he could not stop the tide 
coming in—and this was his way ot 
stopping his foolish courtiers from 


flattering him 


: your parents take deck-chairs 


Buckingham Palace. Buckingham Palace is where 
Queen Elizabeth lives in London. The Palace got its name from 
the Duke of Buckingham, who built it for himself about 250 years 

ago. The palace has been improved since then. 
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3. Frans Hals. Frans Hals was a Dutch artist who lived about 
300 years ago, painting portraits in the town of Haarlem. For 
200 years after his death nobody valued his work. Today his 


paintings are worth thousands. ot poung 


Aig hain 


* 
fant i & 


2. Abraham Lincoln. He was President of the United States 

at a time when negroes worked as slaves. Lincoln declared 

that all slaves should be set free and it was this that led to the 
American Civil War. 
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4. Queen Victoria. Victoria w 


became Queen of England in 1838 Three 
| years later she 
married Albert, a German prince. They were very happy until he 
died in 1861. Queen Victoria reigned 63 years. 


as just 18 years old when she 
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certain. Those laughing eyes in that strong face have 
captured the hearts of everybody everywhere 
without doubt one ot the most 
in the Wallace 


On the opposite page is a picture of the famous 
Dutch artist Frans Hals, painting his splendid portrait 
of “The Laughing Cavalier’. Who was the Cavalier 
who posed as the artist's model? We do not know for 
his name has not come down to us. But one thing is 


This painting ts 
famous in the world today It 
Collection in London 
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THE ROSE 


ASHINGTON 
Seacleneee _-NAPOLEON BONAPARTE 


THE HIMALAYAS 2 


1. George Washington. George Washington, who became 2. The Rose. The rose has been a favourite garden flower for 
the very first President of the United States of America, was many hundreds of years. Roses are admired for their colours 


famous for his honesty. It is said that as a boy he chopped down and perfume, and many scents are made from rose petals. 
his father's favourite tree, but owned up to the deed rather than These lovely flowers grow very easily in almost any kind of 
tell a lie! garden soil. 
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3. The Himalayas. This famous range of mountains lies on 4. Nae "oe eg 
1S He apoleon Bon ' 
the northern frontier of India. Other ranges of mountains in the clever Hanch Heneral GoeRR ene Ribs Was a very 
world are longer than the Himalayas but the peaks of this range anemies. He made France into a very DoweeHaenene lpia 
vidi . ion, and then 


eater 4 ) eve 


crowned himself as Emperor. He was greatly loved by his soldiers. 
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white lily is often us 
also the emblem of the kings of France 


Richard Lionheart. Richard Lionheart was a bold warrior, 
“ing of England. He is best remembered for his part in the 
Third Crusade, when armies from all over Europe travelled to 
Palestine to drive the Saracens out of the Holy Places. 


2 The Lily. The lily is a flower that grows In many lands. The 


studded with golden lilies 


ed in pictures as a sign of purity. The lily was 
Their blue flag was 


2. Orpheus. There are many wonderful stories about the 
gods of the ancient Greeks. One of them is about Orpheus, who 
owned a magic lyre (an instrument like a harp). With its music he 
could enchant men and animals, and even move rocks and trees. 
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4 The Golden Hind. Sir Francis i 
adventurous English sailor of th 
Flizabeth the First. He was the first Enali 


led Golaen 
around the world. His ship was called The : 
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ROALD | 
AMUNDSEN |e" 


N October 20th, 1911, five men 
were setting out on a journey across 
the ice and snow of the Antarctic. 

It was going to be a long and difficult 
journey, because they were trying to reach 
the South Pole and no one had ever been 
there before. 

The leader of the party was a Nor- 
wegian, named Roald Amundsen. They 
had with them four sledges, piled high 
with provisions, and more than fifty dogs. 
Amundsen knew that somewhere in the 
Antarctic a British team, led by Captain 
Scott, was also setting out to find the 
South Pole and no one knew who would 
get there first. 

The first day Amundsen and his party 
travelled along well, but on the second 
day there was a blizzard which made it 
hard to see. Then, suddenly, one of the 
sledges disappeared into a crevasse—a 
deep crack in the ice. The dogs managed 
to keep their footing on the surface, but 
the men could not pull the sledge out 
again. It was too heavy. So they tied a 
rope around one of the men and lowered 

him down the crevasse. He took the cases 
off the sledge and tied ropes around them 
so that the others could pull them up to 
the top, until the sledge was light enough 
to be pulled up too. 

_ They travelled on until they came to 
high mountains. The wind was bitterly 
cold and they had to take care that huge 
piles of ice and snow, sliding down the 
mountain, did not sweep them away. 

At times there were blizzards which 
kept them in their tents for several days 
and at times their noses and cheeks froze, 
but at last, on December 14th, they 
reached the South Pole. 

They searched around to see if Captain 
Scott had been there first, but there was 
only bare ice and snow. Delighted at their 
success, they planted the Norwegian flag 
in the snow and set out for the return 
journey. 

The flag was still there when Captain 
Scott's party arrived a month later, on 
January 17th, 1912. Scott and his party 
never reached home again, for they died 
of cold and lack of food on the way back. 
But Amundsen and his party had a good, 
fast journey back, with the good news 
that they had been the first men to reach 
the South Pole. 
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1. The Revenge. The little ship “Revenge” was one of the 
most famous in British history, being Sir Francis Drake's flag- 
ship in the great victory over the Spanish Armada. Later, with 
Sir Richard Grenville in command, the “Revenge” was attacked 
by 15 Spanish ships off the islands of the Azores in 1591. After 
15 hours of fierce fighting, the gallant little ship surrendered. 
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3. Tartan. Tartan is made from woollen or worsted threads 

close woven so that the lines of different colours cross each 

other at right angles. Tartans have been known in Scotland 

since the middle of the 15th century. Each Scottish clan has its 
own specially designed tartan. 


16 


2. Sir Winston Churchill. As a soldier, in the early part of 
his life, Churchill was brave and adventurous, but he decided 
to give up soldiering and become a Member of Parliament. In 
the last Great War he was chosen to lead the country as Prime 
Minister. Winston Churchill was born in 1874, and the whole 
world mourned the loss of a great man when he died in 1965. 
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4. The Great Wall of China. The Great Wall Chi 
which is 1,500 miles long, was built as a sees ere 
Chinese people 2,000 years ago. Today it still stands in all its 
magnificent splendour. It crosses high mountains and deep 
valleys and half a million workers were needed to build it. 


CROCKETT 


David Crockett was a famous Wild West hunter, a scout 
and a soldier. In the picture above you will see Davy as he was 
when he became a politician, but people know him best as 
the rugged, fearless hunter and scout who always wore a 
coonskin hat. 

America was a wild, rough country in the days of Davy 
Crockett, but this brave man fought for freedom at the risk of 
his own life. His last fight took place at a mission called the 
Alamo, where a group of men were defending the fort against 
their enemies, the Mexicans. The men inside the Alamo knew 
that this would be their last fight and had been given the 
choice of leaving or staying. Davy Crockett decided to stay 
with his famous gun that had saved him from many enemies, 
named Old Betsy. 

By playing his fiddle and telling funny stories, Davy 
managed to keep the men cheerful. When the Battle of the 
Alamo was over, he and the other soldiers were dead. Old 
Betsy was found beside him. The gun was broken and 
shattered beyond repair. 

You may think that David Crockett died for nothing. But the 
Battle of the Alamo, which took place in San Antonio, Texas, 
in 1836, was the first step towards Texas gaining her 
independence from Mexico. In fact, during that year, she 
managed to obtain her freedom, which was what Davy 
Crockett had been striving for all his life. 

Today, the Alamo is a peaceful place. The mission that was 
once a battleground is now a museum and a library, sur- 
rounded by gardens full of beautiful flowers. Each year this 
famous building attracts thousands of tourists and they must 
find it very difficult to imagine this attractive place being the 
scene of a tough battle. 
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BATTLE OF AGINCOURT 
PEKIN GATE 
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1. The Battle of Agincourt. Once, in olden days, England 

and France had been at war for almost a hundred years. Then a 

great battle was fought between them at Agincourt, in France. 

The bold French knights, wearing heavy armour, advanced but 

were defeated by the English archers using long-bows, which 
could shoot arrows even through armour. 
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3. The Pekin Gate. Pekin is the capital city of China. In 
these days modern factories and apartment buildings surround 
the old city which was once the home of the Emperors of China. 
In olden days, several walls, with gates and towers, protected 
the city. The Pekin Gate is shown here. The Emperor's palace 
was behind a high wall in the centre of the old city 
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SIR GALAHAD 
SHAKESPEARE . 


2. Sir Galahad. Sir Galahad was the bravest and purest of 

King Arthur's twelve Knights of the Round Table, who had all 

promised to lead holy lives and not to rest until they had found 

the Holy Grail, the cup Jesus had used at the Last Supper. After 

many exciting adventures it was the brave Sir Galahad who 
found the Holy Grail in a cave. 
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4. William Shakespeare. William Shakespeare wrote plays 

which many people think are the best ever written. His play 

called “A Midsummer Night's Dream” is one of his most poetic 

and amusing. Some of his plays were sad love stories, others 

were humorous and several were exciting adventures of kings 
and queens. Many have been made into films. 


~S 


“As You Like It” is one of 
William Shakespeare’s most 
famous and popular plays. Unlike 
his grim historical plays such as 
“Richard III" and tragedies such 
as “Hamlet”, “As You Like It” is a 
comedy full of kindliness, good 


| fellowship and good-will. In it 


Shakespeare wrote some of his 
most beautiful poetry. 

Most of the action of the play 
takes place in the Forest of Arden 
where a certain Duke, who has 
been overthrown and banished 
by his brother Frederick, is living. 
To the forest comes Rosalind, the 


j rightful Duke’s daughter. She, 


too, has been banished by Duke 
Frederick. 


With Rosalind are Celia, 
daughter of Frederick, and Touch- 
stone, the Court Jester. Rosalind 
disguises herself as a boy and 
one day when out walking with 
Celia in the woodland, she comes 
across a handsome young man 
named Orlando, last seen by 
Rosalind when he had fought a 
wrestling match with Duke Fred- 
erick’s favourite wrestler, Charles. 

Orlando had defeated Charles 
and won Rosalind’s heart. When 
Rosalind sees him in the forest, 
he is carving her name on a tree. 
He does not recognise her and 
Rosalind, enjoying her disguise, 


-has a lot of fun at his expense. 


There is, of course,’ much, 
much more to this wonderful 
comedy and one day perhaps you 
will read it and enjoy the merry 
adventures of Rosalind and 
Orlando and—above all—the 
beauty of Shakespeare’s poetry. 
Surely, you all know: 


Under the greenwood tree 

Who loves to lie with me, 

And tune his merry note 

Unto the sweet bird’s throat, 

Come hither, come hither, come 
hither: 

Here shall he see 

No enemy 

But winter and rough weather. 


In the end, all ends well and 
happily. The rightful Duke regains 
his Dukedom and Rosalind marries 
her Orlando. 
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ACHILLES PARIS 
MISSISSIPPI MARCO POLO 
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1. Achilles. The Mother of Achilles (say ‘‘Ack-ill-eez’’) was 
the Greek goddess Thetis. Wanting her own son to live forever, 
she dipped him in the magic River Styx. The water washed all 
over him, except for one spot— where his mother held him by 
the heel. Years later, Achilles was killed when an arrow 
wounded him in the heel, so his mother’s hope of.an immortal 
son was not granted. 


3. The Mississippi River. The Mississippi River and its 

main branch, the Missouri River, together make the longest 

waterway in the world which can be used by ships. Altogether, 

250 rivers empty into the Mississippi as it winds its way from 

the north to the south of the United States of America, mostly 
through a great cotton-growing area. 
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CACTUS HENRY FORD 
MAGELLAN HANS ANDERSON 


2. Paris. Paris is the capital city of France. It has many 

bridges which span the River Seine, on whose bank stands the 

splendid and very old cathedral of Notre Dame (which in 

English means Our Lady). The cathedral of Notre Dame is 

shown in the picture above. Paris has several beautiful 

museums. The Louvre, which is the most famous, used to be 
the palace of the Kings of France. 
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4. Marco Polo. Marco Polo was the son of an Italian 
merchant. Many years ago, in search of rich silks and spices to 
buy and sell, he travelled far to the east and became the first 
man from Europe to visit many parts of India and China. He 
went to the court of Kublai Khan, the great Mongol Emperor 
who ruled over most of Asia, and was received most kindly. 


1. Cactus Plants. There are many kinds, some as small as 2. Henry Ford. When motor cars were first invented, only 

your thumb, others as tall as a house. They grow wild in dry, the richest people could afford to buy them, until Henry Ford 

hot places. There is one cactus which grows a flower every built a factory in America, which made lots of cars so cheaply 
seven years—and it lasts for one night only. that they could: be bought by most families. 
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4 Hans Andersen. Hans Andersen lived in the ae “a 
of Copenhagen, In Denmark, and was cour ne 4. Ualy 
children because of the wonderful stories Ne 


Duckling was one of his stories, perhaps the most famous, 


3. Magellan. We all know that the World is round, but ais 

upon a time most people thought it was flat, like a table i untl 

4 sailor named Ferdinand Magellan set out on a daring voyage 
and took his ship right round the World. 
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Cortes, 


The Man Who, , \; 


Conquered 
Mexico 


landed on the coast of Mexico. Con- 

sisting of an area of 760,175 square 
miles, this republic occupies the southern 
extension of North America. 

He had with him just over six hundred 
Spaniards, with about thirty cross-bows, 
a few fire-arms, several guns and sixteen 
horses. With these, Cortes set out to 
conquer Mexico. 

The ruler of Mexico was the Emperor 
Montezuma. Cortes had heard of the 
great wealth of Montezuma and his 
empire of Aztec Indians and he decided 
to march to the capital city of Mexico, 
take the emperor prisoner and seize all 
the gold and jewels he could find. 

Not all the soldiers liked the idea of a 
long march through unknown country, 
with hostile Indians all around. Some of 
them thought Cortés was becoming too 
powerful. Some were just lazy or 
cowardly. They wanted to go back to 
their comfortable life in Cuba and they 
planned to seize one of the ships and 
sail back to Cuba. 

Cortés was very angry when he heard 
of this plot. There is a story that he drew 
a line in the sand and asked all who were 
willing to march with him to join him on 
one side of the line. Most of the soldiers 
were loyal to Cortés and did not hesitate 
to join him, but to make sure there was 
no turning back, Cortés had everything 
unloaded from the ships. Then he burnt 
them. Now his soldiers had to conquer 
or die. 

The Spaniards set out on their long 
march to the capital city. On the way, 
they had to face many dangers and fight 
many battles with the Indians, but they 
finally reached the capital, which was 
built on an island in the middle of a large 
lake, on November 8th of the same year. 

Many of the Indians thought these 

tall, white men were gods and at first the 
Emperor welcomed them, but Cortés 
made Emperor Montezuma his prisoner, 
treated the Indians badly, seized their 
treasure and gradually made himself 
master of all Mexico. Cortés died in 
1547. 


I" March, 1519, Hernando Cortés 
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1. The White Cliffs of Dover. Millions of years ago, parts 2. Samson. Samson was a mighty man who killed many off 
of England were under the sea in which lived lots of tiny shell- the enemies of Israel. His strength, so it is said, was stored in ~ 
fish. As the shell-fish died, their shells piled up on the sea-bed his hair. The traitress Delilah cut his hair and Samson, his ~ 
and hardened into chalk. The Cliffs of Dover are made of it. strength gone, was captured by his foes. i 
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3. Ludwig van Beethoven (say “Bay-toe-ven’’). Many 4. John, King of England. He was the brother of Richard 


music lovers say that Beethoven composed the most wonderfy| Li 
i 7 onheart (see pagel3). Like Ri 
music ever written. He became deaf as a young man and never Once, when ttaveliae Hee one Seti ere jost.hig 


after heard his own music. trea ; 
ie sure and crown jewels in the racing tide of the Wash. 


BRAVE GRACE DARLING 


N September 7, 1838, a terrific gale 

was blowing in the North Sea, and 

a small passenger steamer was 

wrecked on the rocks off one of the Farne 

Islands. Nearby was Longstone Light- 

house, and in it lived Grace Darling, with 

her father and mother. Grace’s father was 
the lighthouse keeper. 

The storm raged all night and in the 
morning the wind was still howling and 
the sea was very rough. Then lighthouse 
keeper, William Darling, looked out of the 
window and saw that some passengers 
from the steamer had survived the storm 


and were clinging on to some rocks. As 
each wave broke, it covered them and 
they were in danger of being swept away. 

Grace's father had a fishing boat called 
a coble, but an attempt at rescuing these 
people seemed madness. No boat could 
survive in that wild sea. But Grace urged 
her father to try to reach the people and 
offered to help him by taking one of the 
oars herself 

The boat was launched, and after much 
tossing about in the rough waters, Grace 
and her father managed to reach the rock 
Four men and one woman were rescued 


and the party returned to the lighthouse 
where they were cared for by Grace and 
her mother. William Darling and two of 
the rescued men then rowed back to the 
rock and picked up the four remaining 
Survivors. 

When news of this heroic action Was 
made known to the public, it created @ 
great stir. 23-year-old Grace had shown 
great courage in the face of danger. 
William and Grace Darling were awarded 
Gold Medals by the Humane Society, and 
about £1,000 was collected by the public 
and given as a gift to the brave couple. 


ROUNDHEADS _ 
WINDSOR CASTLE 


WRIGHT BROTHERS 
VIKINGS 


—_ 


re 
. . 


1. The Wright Brothers. On December 17th, 1903, two 2. Roundheads. In 1642 civil war broke out in England. On . 
American brothers, named Orville and Wilbur Wright, made the one side was the King, Charles the First, and his Cavaliers, and 


first successful flight in an aeroplane, built by themselves. They on the other side was Parliament and the Puritans, nicknamed — 
flew it three times and the longest flight lasted 59 seconds. The Roundheads because most of them wore their hair cut short. 
place was Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. The Roundheads defeated the King, who was later executed. 
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3. The Vikings. About a thousand years ago, groups of 4 SeurTWrrenguemerettitlinn otto a 
fierce men in long ships, began attacking the coasts of Europe. the Conqueror. His + etme Les iS: fk eli 
They came from the countries we now call Norway and Den- walls by Henry the Second and Henry the Third * ; ee 
mark and were called Vikings. Most of them were ruthless always been the home of English Mi ignstance eae 

pirates and adventurers, in search of plunder. T English sovereigns and many are 
6 buried there in St. George’s Chapel. 


MONTEZUMA 


GRAND CANYON ‘ 
THE RED CROSS 


BADEN POWELL 


1. Montezuma. The Spaniards were the first people to 2. The Grand Canyon. One of the most breath-taking 

explore the continent of America. When they discovered sights in the world is the Grand Canyon, a great valley in the 

Mexico it was ruled by a great King named Montezuma. He is United States of America. 200 miles long, it is one mile deep in 

shown here talking to Cortés, a famous explorer from Spain. places and 12 miles wide. The rocky walls of the canyon are ~ 
The people of Mexico at that time were called Aztecs. of vivid colours. The Colorado River flows through it. 


3. The Red Cross. The Red Cross is a sign painted on hos- 
pitals and ambulances in wartime as a Yeliied for Rohncey th 
rs and nurses who are looking after them . greet : pica 
tne nave agreed not to attack any building or van or Africa, cht de house that the ope ee 4 Bee: ne 
this si » Re 3s IS and be good for boys from crowded cites anne Se : 
ghia Mea ade flak ale Ate geeh =F stale : now Boy Scouts in many countries 27 
respected « 3 , 


4. Lord Baden Powell. Just over sixty years 200.4 bee 
named Baden Powell held the first-ever camp for Boy eats 
He was a brave soldier who had fought in the wars in 
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1. The Great Fire of London. Inthe year 1666, fire started 2. Florence Nightingale. Born in 1820, Florence Night- 
in a London baker's shop and spread until four hundred streets, ingale did not enjoy being the daughter of rich parents. She 
thirteen thousand houses and nearly a hundred churches were secretly read books on nursing and medicine, and when she 
destroyed. Dreadful though it was, it destroyed all traces of a was 33, she went to Turkey to look after soldiers wounded in 

terrible plague which had struck London. the Crimean War. She was known as the Lady of the Lamp. 


3. George Stephenson. Bornin1781, George Stephenson 4. Sir John Alcock and Sir A. W. Brown. These nivel 


never went to school so that he could learn to read and write. British airmen were the first to fly non-stop across the Atlantic 


Instead, he went to work in a coalmine and loved to tinker O 
: cean. -Vim m ~ 
with and repair the engines which pumped out water from the had “ fice ie IA Teoabiion woe 


, : : n n g wheels almost touched the 
the first to ‘. ull a passel g r tral Waves. / he trip took place in 191 9 and they landed in lreland. 


eee : 
<span eile Sear ae 


+ 
atu 2 


\THE ROCK OF GIBRALTAR 


Gibraltar is a mountain of rock, rising out of the The Rock of Gibraltar became British in 1713 and its 


Mediterranean Sea to almost 1,400 feet. It is less than 
three miles long and a mile across at its widest point. 


name comes from a way of saying Jebel Tarik, which is 
Arabic for Mountain of Tarik. It has a good harbour. 
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Rock are Barbary Apes, which 


It was in the year 711 that a Berber chief named Tarik Some inhabitants of The Larrageyt oe 
Ben Zaid, leading an army of 12,000, crossed from Africa are looked after by the abla pelle: Visitors > . nelane 
: . date, ‘ . 4 : ET Re | » ctee ads to see these apes, (NC ativiw 
2 > CCOAS Spain and give Gibraltar his own in climbing the steep roac e 
to land on the coast of Spa g Greeks thought the Rock to be the Western limit of the 99 
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many sieges. 


Sir Walter 
Raleigh 


N the year 1595 during the reign of 
| Queen Elizabeth the First, a little 
fleet of four ships anchored off the 
island of Trinidad. It was an expedi- 
tion led by Sir Walter Raleigh. 

Raleigh had left behind him his life 
of comfort and all his rich clothes and 
wealth, for a life of hardship and ad- 
venture, exploring the great Orinoco 
River. He planned to sail from Trini- 
dad across to Guiana and then up the 
Orinoco, where he hoped he would 
finally find the city of El Dorado, the 
place where, so it was said, there was 
so much gold that even kitchen pots 
and pans were made of it. Everyone 
had heard of El Dorado, but no one 
had actually found it. 

Raleigh had had a rough voyage 
across the Atlantic, buffeted by winds 
and storms, and he was glad to stop 
at Trinidad and overhaul his ships. He 
found that they needed caulking, for 
they were letting in water. 

One of the discoveries Raleigh 
made in Trinidad was a great pitch 
lake. He and his sailors looked at it in 
wonder. They thought it rather ugly 
and a far cry from the gold they had 
come such a long way to discover. 

The lake was like a big, hot caul- 
dron, a hundred and fourteen acres in 
all. Raleigh used the natural pitch 
from it to caulk the seams of his 
boats to make them seaworthy and 
watertight again. 

He left the four big ships at Trini- 
dad, to fight off any Spaniards who 
came to attack, then he himself, with 
five small rowing boats, set off to 
travel up the mighty Orinoco. Al- 
together there were a hundred men 
in the five little boats. 

Raleigh and his men rowed many 
miles up the Orinoco. They had to 
face many dangers from cannibals 
and hostile Indians, alligators and 
poisonous fish and disease-carrying 
mosquitoes, but they never found E| 
Dorado and its fabulous treasure, and 
Raleigh had to return home without 
the great wealth he had hoped for. 
However, had he but known it, he had 
found a great source of wealth in the 
big, ugly pitch lake of Trinidad. 

Nowadays, this pitch lake provides 
most of the world’s asphalt, which is 
used to make roads better than any 

which existed in Elizabethan times 
and makes travel far quicker and 
easier than Sir Walter Raleigh would 
have dreamed possible. 


30 


a 


ULYSSES 
DUKE OF WELLINGTON 


VENICE 
PILGRIM FATHERS 
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2. Ulysses. He was the King of Ithaca and it was he who 
islands made up the Lagoon of Venice. These islands were thought of the plan to capture the city of Troy by building the 
used to build what is now the great city of Venice, in Northern great Wooden Horse. After the city had fallen, Ulysses set out 
Italy. This lovely city has about 170 canals running through it, for home. His adventures during his long voyage are told in 

crossed by no less than 400 foot-bridges. that wonderful book called ‘The Odyssey.” 
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3. The Pilgrim Fathers. Many of them left England to 4. The Duke of Wellington. Best remembered for winning 
settle in Holland, but there they found it hard to make a living, the famous Battle of Waterloo and defeating Napoleon, the 
so in 1620 some Baten sailed first to Plymouth then on to Duke of Wellington became Prime Minister of Britain from 
America in the ship “Mayflower”. After a voyage lasting more 1828 to 1830. As Arthur Wellesley he was 17 when he joined 


h i 
39 than two months they reached Cape Cod. the army as a young officer. 
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a GODWINSSON FRANCIS OF ASSIS! 
_ CAPE KENNEDY | CAPTAIN COOK 
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1. Harold Godwinsson. When King Edward the Confessor 
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2. Saint Francis of Assisi. This wealthy man turned to 4 


died in 1066, Harold became King. He defeated Norse invaders religious life, gave away all his money and fine clothes, then ~ 
at Stamford Bridge but shortly afterwards was himself killed at went preaching barefooted and wearing a rough grey robe. He 
was so gentle that the birds and animals were not afraid of him. 
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tings, by Duke William of Normandy. 


Me ae 


\\ 


£ 
* 


i. <i 
Alt. y eK 


7 Moe! 
ay et SO, Maes 
Rin 


of 
> at isa" 
' ce A il ra 
| be Se et ae 


3. Cape Kennedy. Cape Kennedy Is a strip of land in Florida, 4. Captain Cook. Captain ae abe shige < aS 
in the southern part of the United States, overlooking the who made long voyages to Australia, ew! _ = 
“= War Rp 


ape 


: > islands ; » exact maps of th 

Atlantic Ocean. It is from here that giant rockets are launched Pacific.islands. He made pte Lip sod tO 

with space-explorers inside them. As the whole world knows, took careful notes of eve ye Sé 
several have travelled to the Moon and back a tribe of savages 
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1. Red Indian. This is aname given toa valiantraceof people, 2. Captain Scott. He was a British naval officer, famous as 

who live in North America. When Christopher Columbus landed = an Antarctic explorer. With some companions he reached the © 

in America he mistakenly thought it was India, so he called the South Pole—but on the way back from there in 1912, he and his 
people Red Indians, because of their colour. brave friends died in the bitter cold and blizzards of snow. 
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3. The Pilgtioiigang Amadeus wom ie give him his full 4. 
settle in Holland, jn Austria in 1756. he became a famous dyin 

trea g he asked Bed it j 
so in 1620 some Uond died in 1791. As a young boy only four lake and return ica. whiatenike be eReceene thane anette 


America in the ship © nderful pianist and composer. Famous for —_ Bedivere did this and an arm reached out, caught it and drew it 


than two mo; of his life and died in povert, 
De Wet a down into the water. 


Excalibur. Excalibur was the sword of King Arthur. When 
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Strange stories and legends can be 
told about many things we see every 
day. Who would think that a piece of 
china could tell us a story ? But willow 
pattern china can. 

A true willow pattern is blue and 
white, and shows a Chinese scene. 
Although this picture may alter 
slightly, the bridge over which three 
people are crossing, the island, and 
the two white doves are always 
shown. This is the story of the willow 
pattern picture: 

Li Chi, the daughter of a famous 
Chinese mandarin, fell in love with 
her father’s secretary, whose name 
was Chang. Now, in those days, 
young ladies were not allowed to 
marry just anybody, but had their 
husbands chosen for them by their 
parents. When the mandarin learned 
of his daughter's love for Chang, he 
was so cross that he locked her up in 
his house and promised her to a duke 
who was old, but very rich. 

Poor Li Chi was very unhappy. One 
day, however, she saw a tiny boat 
made from a coconut shell pass by 
her window. Picking the boat up, she 
found a message inside from Chang. 

_Li Chi wasted no time at all in sending 
a message back to her lover in which 
she told him that she would be mar- 
ried to the duke when the willow 
blossom drooped on the bough. 

The duke visited Li Chi, bringing 
her a box of jewels. Chang, in dis- 
guise, came also and he and Li Chi 
fled over the bridge. 

At the foot of the bridge stood a 
gardener’s hut, and the two lovers 
sheltered in it for some time until they 
were discovered. They then fled to a 
small island which they bought by 
selling the jewels. 

The years passed, and Chang be- 
came a good gardener. He wrote a 
book which by ill-chance fell into the 
hands of the duke and revealed their : We 2 = - 
hiding place. The duke brought his en a7 ime ee 
soldiers and killed Chang. Heart- ‘ Ee 
broken, Li Chi set fire to her house 
and perished in the flames. 

The gods, feeling sorry for the 
young couple, turned them into two 
white doves, and they lived happily 
ever after. 
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YURI GAGARIN LOUIS BLERIOT 


FRANCIS DRAKE KON TIKI 


1. Yuri Gagarin. On April 12, 1961, the Russians launched 2. Louis Bleriot. Frenchman Louis Bleriot was one of the 
the first man into space. The cosmonaut who made the success- __ great pilots in the early history of flying. In 1907 he made several 
ful trip was Major Yuri Gagarin, and he sped round the earth in _ short flights in an aeroplane which he had made himself, and in 
the Russian spacecraft Vostock, in one hour and forty-eight July 1909 he became the first man to cross the English Channel 
minutes, landing again afterwards on Russian soil. by aeroplane. He flew from Dover to Calais in 37 minutes. 
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ch Sia Raat Helis One of the great Elizabethan seamen. 4. The Kon Tiki. Thor Heyerdahl, the Norwegian explorer 

se eM aks ae is es ship “The Pelican” (later was sure that the people of the Polynesian islands sailed across 

Blondadhithree vans Wh ) on his voyage round the world. It the Pacific from South America centuries ago. To prove this, he 
Car Aol kenge Ra he a Ne ak Queen Elizabeth the _ built a raft, the “Kon Tiki’, on which he and several companions 

236 | on the deck of his ship. sailed across the Pacific, landing safely in Polynesia. 
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MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS 
JAMES WATT 


1. Mary, Queen of Scots. Mary Stuart, born in 1542, 
became Queen of Scotland when only a few days old. By 
marriage she became Queen of France also, but returned to 
Scotland when her husband died. She fled to England, but was 
imprisoned by Elizabeth the First, and beheaded in 1587. 
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James Watt. Watching steam lifting the lid off a kettle, 
aliséd the tremendous power of steam and 
he 1770s, he designed engines which were 
tt and-his great friend Matthew Boulton 
gines to be used in many branches of 
y set up In Birmingham. 
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young James Watt re 
when he grew up, int 
driven by steam. Wa 
began making steam en 

industry, at a factory the 
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2. Pompeii. The city of Pompeii, in Italy, was suddenly — 
buried under the ashes of an erupting volcano, Mount Vesuvius, ~ 
in the year 79 A.D. The city was dug out and partly restored in~ 
this century and it tells us much of what we know about life ina 

the world’s wonders. — 
‘ By. : fr 
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i don was 
Sir Christopher Wren. In 1666, much of Lon 
nian in a great fire and had to be rebuilt. The new - re 
Cathedral, as well as many other churches, were core | 
fine architect, Christopher Wren, and built in eine Poe old. 
which were not so easily burnt as the wooden bullaing aa 
London 


KREMLIN 
ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN 


1. The Kremlin. This is the name given to a fortress of an 

old Russian town or city—the most famous being the Kremlin 

in Moscow. It stands about 130 feet above the River Moskva, 

and covers an area of about 100 acres, surrounded by a high 

stone wall. Within the walls are a palace of the Tzars, two 
cathedrals and nine churches. 
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3. The Abominable Snowman. Now and again, people 
living in mountain villages say that they have seen a strange 
creature wandering in the mountains. They call it the Yeti, but 
it is known to us as the Abominable Snowman. Climbers in 
Tibet also claim to have seen the strange creatures. 
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SHERLOCK HOLMES 
LAPLAND 


2. Sherlock Holmes. He was a famous detective whose 

amazing adventures were written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

(1859-1930). The man behind Sherlock Holmes in the picture 

above, is the detective’s assistant, Doctor Watson. The author, 

at one time a medical student, based Sherlock Holmes on one 
of his medical professors. 
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4. Lapland. This is a very cold country, north of Norway and 

Sweden, and western Russia. The people who live there are 

called Lapps, and keep huge herds of reindeer. These animals 

supply the hardy Lapps with meat, milk, clothing and are also 
a means of transport. 


THE MAN WHO BECAME Ek © HEB 


LONG a hot, dusty road in Spain, rode an 
old man, Don Diego de Vivar. Behind 
him on the horse rode his son, Rodrigo, 

a youth of seventeen. They were on their way 
to the court of King Ferdinand of Castile, at 
Burgos, for the King, who was old, had called 
all his nobles to attend a great council of State, 
at which he would name his successor. 

At this time, nearly a thousand years ago, 
Spain was divided into a number of kingdoms, 
but the greatest of these was Castile. Some of 
the country had been conquered by the Moors, 
fierce, warlike people who had come from 
Africa. 

Rodrigo and his father stopped at an inn 
towards nightfall and Rodrigo led the horse 
to the well, to drink. A number of soldiers 
lounged nearby talking of battles and wars 


Suddenly, there came a cry. “Will no one 
help me?” 

Young Rodrigo and several of the soldiers 
rushed to the spot and saw a beggar who had 
sunk into a quicksand. The soldiers drew back 
in horror, when they saw that the man had 
the terrible disease called leprosy, but Rodrigo 
gripped him by the hand and pulled him out. 
He saw that the leper’s clothes were in rags, 
so he pulled off the red cloak his mother had 
made for him, and put it around the leper's 
shoulders. 

“They will not take you at the inn,” said 
Rodrigo. ‘But you may rest in the stable with 
my horse and | will bring you some food.” 


Rodrigo left the leper in the stable. It was 
well after midnight when he managed to creep 
out with some food he had saved from his own 


dinner. The leper had gone, but the cloak was” 
there, neatly folded. Then Rodrigo heard @ 
voice behind him. A man stood there, in @ 
glowing white tunic. 

“| am Saint Lazarus,” he said. “| was in fact 
the beggar you saved. As a reward for your 
faith, | am to tell you that from now on you 
will never be defeated in battle. Your fame and 
honour will grow daily.” Then the saint 
Vanished. 

Rodrigo did become famous for his courage 
and skill in battle. He won many battles and 
men loved and honoured him, giving him thes 
title of El Cid, or Lord, 

it was El Cid who united the Christians of 
Spain and led them against the Moors: Today, 
he is the national hero of Spain, with many | 


legends still told about him. 
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N acold, rainy afternoon in Decem- 
O ber, 1773, some forty or fifty people 
were very busy in a print shop In 
Boston. First they stripped off their clothes 
and put on the clothes and head-dresses 
of Red Indians. Then they took the printers 
ink and smeared it on their faces, just like 
war paint. Then these “Mohawk Indians", 
as they called themselves, made their way 
to the Old South Church in Boston. 

About seven hundred Americans had 
gathered at the church. Those who could 
not get in stood outside in the wet street. 
The chief speaker was a Boston man, Sam 
Adams. He believed that Americans had 
the right to rule themselves, and should 
not be ruled by Britain, as they were then. 
He was against the taxes which the British 
Government were trying to make the 
Americans pay. “We elect no members of 
the British Parliament so it has no right to 
tax us,’ he said. “It makes us no better 
than slaves.” 

Everyone at the meeting knew that three 
British ships had just entered Boston 
Harbour, carrying several hundred chests 
of tea. One of the new taxes was on tea. 
Sam Adams said that no tax would be paid 
on the tea and all his hearers shouted and 
_ cheered in agreement. One of the men 
went to see the Governor, but he would 
not help. He would not send the tea back 
and said that the tax on it must be paid. 

When they heard this, the “Mohawks” 
gave great war cries and rushed off to the 
wharf where the British ships were tied up. 

Darkness had fallen, but there was 
plenty of light from the moon and they 
quickly climbed aboard the three ships, 
dragged the chests of tea up on to the 
decks and threw all the tea into the harbour. 
It took them several hours, because there 
were 342 tea chests to empty, but, before 
dawn, the “Mohawks” had finished and 
gone back to their homes to remove their 
war paint. 

Since the “Mohawks” were dressed in 
Indian clothes and covered in. war paint, 
no one had been able to get a good look 
at them and all the people of Boston pre- 
tended they did not know who the 
“Mohawks” were. 

The British Government was very angry 
about the “tea party” and as a punishment 
closed the port of Boston. It was not long 
before the Americans declared war on the 
British. This was the American War of 
Independence and when it was over, in 
1783, America had won and become an 
independent country: 
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1. King Henry the Eighth. Of all the eight Kings named 

Henry, who reigned over England, Henry the Eighth is the one 

most remembered, perhaps because he had six wives. For 

nearly 40 years he ruled England and was a good King in spite 
of his many faults. He was a very clever musician. 
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3. The Tulip. This is one of the loveliest of all spring flowers. 

About a thousand years ago Holland—which has always been 
a flower-loving country—became the centre of tulip bulb 
production, and now millions are cultivated each year and 
42 sent abroad. 
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ROMAN FORUM 
PETER PAN 
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2. The Roman Forum. If you ever visit Rome, you can see the 
ruins of the ancient Roman Forum. In the days of the Ancient 
Romans, an open space in the centre of a city was used for 
public business. This was called a Forum. There is another 
famous Forum in the ruins of Pompeii, not far from Naples. 
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4. Peter Pan. This was the name given to a delightful young 

character in a children’s play by Sir James Barrie. Peter Pan 

was a boy who never grew up and in the play he has many 

exciting adventures, including a fight with Captain Hook, 
the pirate. 


STATUE OF LIBERTY 
HORATIUS 
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1. The Statue of Liberty. The statue, which stands on 
Liberty Island in New York harbour, was a gift from the people 
of France in 1884 to commemorate the first 100 years of 
American Independence. It is so big that thirty people can 
stand inside the head and twelve people inside: the torch. 
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3. Horatius. The story of how Horatius held the Sebkacaits 

the days of Ancient Rome, is told in a famous pai ry 

Macaulay. When the Etruscan army, led by Lars Rebbe 

advanced on Rome, Horatius and two companions dh c then 
at bay, while the Romans cut the bridge behind them. 
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2. Mistletoe. This plant grows on the branches of trées, not 
on the ground, taking its nourishment from the tree. Many ~ 
ancient people thought mistletoe had magical powers. It was 
also supposed to be a remedy for poison. Now it is used ~ 

mainly for Christmas decoration. et: 
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A. Tour de France. This cycle race was established in eo 
by Henri Desgrange, an ex lawyer's clerk and later : pgs, 
The cyclists have to covet nearly three thousand ~ e Java i 
France and over the Pyrénées and the Alps, in abou he 


The cyclists average about 20 miles per hour. 43. 
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_ FLORA MACDONALD” 
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1. Brunel, the builder. The full name of this very famous 2. Yankees. Why are Americans often called by this name? 
man was Isambard Kingdom Brunel. He was born in 1806 and It is not known for certain, but it was given to Americans born 
died in 1859. All his life he was a builder—tunnels, ships and in New England, where the first English colonists settled in the 
bridges. Brunel built the steamship called the Great Western, United States. Some people think it came from the word 

the first to run regular trips across the Atlantic Ocean. “Yenghees” which is how the Indians pronounced “English”. 
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Flora Macdonald. She was a brave Scottish girl, Whit 4 
saved Bonnie Prince Charlie from being captured by the | 
English soldiers. When the prince had been dressed in women’s 
clothes, Flora took him to a small harbour and escorted him 
past the English sentries to board a boat for the island of Skye 
44 and safety. 


_Punch and Judy. This is a very popular puppet show, in 
which there is a hump-backed, hook-nosed figure of Punch as 
the chief character. When we say we are ‘as pleased as Punch” 
it means that we are very satisfied, just like Punch when he 
gets the better of the other characters in the Punch and Judy 
show. 


ay 


= 4 
S28. 


_ DON QUIXOTE CHURCH OF THE SACRED FAMIL 
ALEXANDER THE GREAT STONE AGE Bo 
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2. The Church of the Sacred Family. This great church, 
which is still not completed, stands in the city of Barcelona, 


1. Don Quixote. He was a comical Spanish knight in a 


- famous book written by a man named Cervantes. Don Quixote 
(say it “kee-ho-tay’) had many strange and amusing Spain. It was designed by a man named Gaudi. It is covered 
adventures on his travels. In one of them, he attacked some with strange sculptures and it is said to represent the dripping 
wax candles, which are placed at the altar. 


windmills with his lance because he thought they were giants. 


, sands of years ago, 
Great. King of the small country of 4. The Stone Age. once pr eppiett > a 
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Persians he hoped to invade India but failed. He built himse lt chamened flint was used for speat and 
fever in 323 B.C., when he was only arrow heads 45. 
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3. Alexander the 


Macedon, he first united all Gr ie 
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Marseillaise 


: A-DA-DI-DA-DI-DA,” sang a young French 
[) <2 to himself as he scribbled down the 

notes of a song which he had just com- 
posed. The tune was buzzing around in his head 
and he was very pleased with himself, for it seemed 
to him a very good marching tune. 

The young soldier's name was Captain Rouget 
de Lisle. He sang, wrote poetry and played the 
violin and now he thought he had written a very 
good song. The other soldiers thought so, too. 

It was the year 1792. The terrible French Revo- 
lution had broken out, and as the soldiers from the 
town of Marseilles marched on Paris, they sang 
Captain de Lisle’s song. 

To the strains of his song, they attacked the 
palace, where the King and Queen of France lived, 
and took them prisoner. Because it was sung by 
these revolutionary soldiers from Marseilles, the 
song got the name by which we all know it today— 
“The Marseillaise’’. 

Captain de Lisle’s mother heard it sung by the 
soldiers of the revolution. She was a Royalist who 
always supported the King and Queen, and she 
was very angry when she heard that her son had 
composed the favourite song of the Revolution. 

The King and Queen were executed, France 
became a Republic and many of the nobles and 
their families were arrested and executed by the 
leaders of the Republic. 

Even Captain de Lisle was condemned as a 
Royalist, but he heard that he was to be arrested 
and fled just in time. 

During his escape he stopped for a rest. In the 
distance he heard an excited crowd singing at the 
tops of their voices. He did not at first recognise the 
song, so he asked a passer-by what it was. “Oh, 
they are singing ‘The Marseillaise’,” came the reply. 
De Lisle knew then that they were Republicans, 
and his life was in danger if anyone recognised 
him, so he hurried on until he reached safety across 
the frontier. 

Many years later, long after the Revolution, 
Rouget de Lisle was given a pension in recognition 

‘of the famous song he had written. 
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_ ROMULUS AND REMUS 
| CUTTY SARK 


fe peter ie 


1. Romulus and Remus. There is a story about twin boys 
'fnmamed Romulus and Remus who were thrown into the River 
Tiber, in Italy. They were saved by a she-wolf who brought 

them up in a cave. When they were men Romulus killed his 

brother Remus, but afterwards built a city now called Rome. 
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3. Cutty Sark. One of the famous clipper ships which carrie 
cargoes of wool from Austr 
built at Dumbarton on the 


sailing ships like this used to race 


Cutty Sark once beat her rivals by seventeen days 
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alia to England, the Cutty Sark was 


Scottish River Clyde in 1876. Fast 
home with their cargoes and 


BLONDEL 


2. Blondel. Born in France about 800 years ago. Blondel was 
a friend of King Richard the First of England. They liked to 
compose songs together, and it is said that Blondel discovered 
where King Richard, who had been captured in Austria, was 
imprisoned by singing one of the songs outside the cell window. 
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4. The Charge of the Light Brigade. On October ee vs 
the year 1854, the famous Light Brigade were ordered to pit 
the Russians at Balaklava. The Russians had too held dated 
the mounted soldiers Though the arcace ert Beha by 600 

; tl riit 7 < > | - rL ( i 
minutes, the Light Brigade lost : but 7 nen ¢ aS 


FALSTAFF 


who that laughing fat man is? Your 
Mummy and Daddy will know. His name 
is Sir John Falstaff and he is the comic 
knight who plays a big part in some of the 
plays written by William Shakespeare. 
William Shakespeare was the world’s 
greatest poet and yet we know very, very 
little about his life. We know he was born 
in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564, married 
a girl named Anne Hathaway, had three 
children, came to London where he acted 
in plays, wrote plays and poems and then 
returned to Stratford, where he died in 
1616, only 52 years old. 
That is about all we can be sure of 
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[eno this a jolly picture? Do you know 


about William Shakespeare’s life, and yet 
the whole world honours him as one of 
the greatest writers that ever lived. 

Sir John Falstaff appears in 
Shakespeare's plays about the Kings 
Henry the Fourth and Henry the Fifth and 
in another play called “The Merry Wives 
of Windsor’, in which Falstaff plays the 
leading, part. 

He was a thief and a boaster, a 
coward and a glutton, and yet he was the 
great friend of Prince Henry, who later 
reigned as Henry the Fifth. The truth was 
that Falstaff could make people laugh and 


so the young Prince Henry forgave Falstaff 
for his many faults. 


In the end, though, when Prince Henry 
was made King of England, he threw 
Falstaff aside. Falstaff, who was now an 
old man, found this hard to believe; and so 
Falstaff, the big fat figure of fun, suddenly 
becomes a very sad and tragic figure. : 

One day, when you are older and start 
to read Shakespeare's plays, or see them 
acted on the stage, you will learn a lot 
more about Falstaff. Shakespeare must 
have liked him very much indeed to have 
put him into more than one of his plays. 

“As You Like It” is another play written 
by Shakespeare. You can read about it on 
Page 19 and see Shakespeare at work on 
Page 18. 


1. Count Ferdinand Von Zeppelin was a retired German 
army officer, who built the long, cigar-shaped airships which 
were named Zeppelins after him. The first one to fly was 420 feet 
long and reached a speed of 20 miles an hour. Later, bigger 
Zeppelins were built to fly across the Atlantic until 1938. 


3. The Boers. Many years ago, people of Dutch descent began 


The first of them came 


to travel to South Africa to settle there treks, and 


from Java in 1652. They made long journeys, OF | Ae 
fought bravely for their land. Their descendants live there s 


2. The Battle of Trafalgar. On October 21st, 1805, a British — 
naval fleet of 27 battleships and 4 frigates fought against a © 
French-Spanish fleet of 33 battleships and 5 frigates off Cape ~ 
Trafalgar on the southern coast of Spain. The British fleet won 
the great battle, in which Admiral Nelson was killed. gi 


4 Marconi was the Italian inventor! of radio, which ae wr 
called wireless because messages could be sent from p — ; 
| use of telephone wires. In 1901 he sen 


lace without the 901 ae 
| signal from Poldu, In Cornwall across the Atlantic Ocea 
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1. Cleopatra’s Needle. This huge granite column, called a 
needle because of its pointed top, is 683 feet high and now 
stands beside the River Thames in London. Set up in Egypt 
about 3,500 years ago as a monument to Thothmes, one of the 
kings, it was brought by sea to England in the year 1878. 


3. Chippendale. Thomas Chippendale was the son of a 
clever wood-carver who lived in the English county of 
Worcestershire. Thomas opened a furniture shop in London 
and his wonderful carving and design of chairs, dressing-tables 
and desks made him and his work famous all! over the world. 
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2. Zeus. (Say it to rhyme with ‘“goose’’.) He was the most 
powerful of all the ancient Greek gods. Later, in Roman times 
he was called Jupiter. He was the god of the sky who controlled 
the changes of the seasons of the year, guided the stars and, in 
particular, brought thunder and lightning. 


4. Charles Stewart Parnell. Years ago, the whole of the 

country of Ireland was part of Great Britain but the people of 

lreland wanted to rule themselves. The greatest leader of the 

struggle on the Irish side was Parnell. Today the southern part 
of Ireland is independent and called Eire. 


| Saas HERCULES | 
JOAN OF ARC | 


EMPIRE STATE BUILDING 3 


1. X-Rays. X-rays are used a lot in hospitals all over the a 
world by doctors, surgeons and dentists to examine the inside 
of our bodies. It was in 1895 that Wilhelm Rontgen, a 
Munich professor, discovered the secret of X-rays. 


Hercules. According to legend, Hercules was the ~ 
strongest man who ever lived. He had to perform twelve 
difficult tasks, fighting terrible monsters and wrestling a huge ~ 
lion. He went with Jason in search of the Golden Fleece. 
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battle and won many victories. She !s the heroine of France 


CHARLIE CHAPLIN SIR FRANCIS CHICHESTER 
EARL MOUNTBATTEN CHARLES DICKENS 


1. Charlie Chaplin. The full name of this great comedian is 2. Sir Francis Chichester. As a young man he always had 


Charles Spencer Chaplin, and he was born in 1889. His a thirst for adventure and in 1930 was the second person to fly 
parents were music-hall entertainers. When he was 21, Charlie an aeroplane solo from England to Australia. After winning the 
Chaplin left England to make films in America and those in trans-Atlantic yacht race in 1960, he set out six years later on 
which he appeared as the ‘‘little tramp” became world-famous. his most famous trip,sailing single-handed round the world. 


3. Earl Mountbatten of Burma. A great rand 
Queen Victoria, Louis Mountbatten ate 50 Meals ee “6 
Royal Navy and was at sea in both the First and Second World 


é Charles Dickens. Asa boy of 12, Charles Dickens worked 
In a boot-blacking factory. He later became a newspaper 
WaReENEHE23. he became Suprameabale, Praepel ie reporter and then started to write his famous books. One of the 


4 4. ; : best loved is ‘“A Christmas Carol’, the story of an iser 
outh East Asia. After the yet ngs! he was the last Viceroy who was taken by various spirits to visit the tote isn 
5A present and future. 


Mr.. Samuel Pickwick is the hero of that masterpiece of 
merriment ‘The Pickwick Papers’ written by Charles Dickens 
when he was a young man only 24 years of age. 

The book tells of the joyous adventures of Mr. Samuel 
Pickwick and his fellow members of the Pickwick Club and in 
the picture above you can see fat Mr. Pickwick arm-in-arm with 
his two friends Mr. Augustus Snodgrass and Mr. Tracy Tupman 


enjoying a fancy-dress party 
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ROMAN ROAD 


AVE you ever wondered why we have roads to walk and 
es along? ‘What else is there to walk on?” you may well 

ask. You would be right to ask such a question, because 
wherever you go you see streets and roads and great 
motorways—but if you had lived about two thousand years 
ago there would have been none of these things. The way 
from one place to another was by a winding path, muddy in 
winter and dry and dusty in summer. 

When the Romans came to Britain and conquered the 
country they were already very clever road-makers. In their 
own country they built a road called the Appian Way, which 
ran from Rome southward through Italy and has lasted for 
more than 2,000 years. They found no roads in Britain, so to 
move their armies and goods from place to place, they began 
to build roads to replace the muddy tracks, using flat-topped 
pieces of thick stone. These roads went from South to North, 
and East to West of England. The road in the South was 
Canterbury Way and the road going north was Watling Street. 

Sometimes, when a legion of the Roman army was on the 
march, bands of Britons would swoop down from either side 
of the road and then there would be a fierce battle. This often 
happened in the North, and, in the year 121, the Roman 
Emperor Hadrian decided that the tribesmen of Scotland were 
too troublesome, so instead of building more roads to the 
North he built a huge thick wall to keep the Scots out of 
England. This was called Hadrian’s Wall and you can still see 
the ruins of it today. 

The Romans did many wonderful things in Britain. Apart 
from building long straight roads, they also built cities with 
fine houses, which had great bathrooms and a form of 


_ underfloor central heating. It is a great pity that when the 


Romans left Britain, many of the fine houses were destroyed 
and the roads they left behind were not kept in a state of good 
repair. No new ones were built for many years, the splendid 
Roman civilisation disappeared and we call this period in the 
history of Britain the Dark Ages. 
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SARGASSO SEA 
LOCH NESS MONSTER 


1. Sargasso Sea. This is the name given to part of the North 

Atlantic Ocean, lying east of Florida. It is covered with great 

masses of seaweed. At one time, people thought that this sea 

was dangerous to ships, as the picture above suggests, but 
this is not so. 
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3. Loch Ness Monster. Many people say they have seen 

an unusual creature swimming in Loch Ness. Descriptions 

suggest that it might be a long-necked marine animal called 4 
plesiosaurus, thought to have died millions of years ago 
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SWISS GUARD 
KING ALFRED 


2. Swiss Guard. These men were part of a company of 

soldiers from Switzerland, who hired themselves out to different 

countries. The one shown is wearing the old-time uniform of 

the guards. They are employed today as guards to the Pope in 
The Vatican in Rome. 


4. King Alfred and the cakes. It is said that King Alfred 
The Great was hunting in the forest and stopped at a cottage 
to rest. Deep in thought, he failed to see thatsome cakes, cooking 
Over a fire, had burnt. He was scolded by the angry peasant. 


SALADIN 
GUY FAWKES 
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1. Saladin. He was the leader of the Moslems, who fought 

against King Richard the First of England and the Crusaders. 

King Richard won many battles but failed in his aim to recapture 

Jerusalem from the Moslems. In March 1193, soon after King 
Richard left for Europe, Saladin died. 
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who came from Yorkshire, Guy 
Fawkes was one of a band of conspirators who planned to blow 


3, Guy Fawkes. A soldier, 


House of Lords on 5th November 1605 He was arrested 
of Lords, where the gunpowder 
January 1606 


up the 
in the cellar under the House 
was, and executed for treason In 


GLOBE THEATRE 
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2. The Globe Theatre. This was one of the first London 4 
theatres, built by James Burbage at Southwark in 1599. ~ 
Shakespeare put on many of his plays there. It was an eight- 


supporting the globe, representing t 


Yo “ ~ ™ . ~ Pa 
x Seas ¥ ¥ ew » - a, & 
See BY ; 

f re ’ by ’ Ww 


This one-legged pirate is one of the 
enson’s book “Treasure 


xd the crew of the Hispaniola as cook, but 


4. Long John Silver. J 
central characters in Robert Louis Stev 
Island’. He joins 
plotted to lead a mutiny and seize 
found. His plot failed Though 


the treasure once it had been | 
captured, he escaped. 
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ROBIN HOOD. Sherwood Forest, full of Outlaws clad in 
Lincoln green and deer and squirrels, wild boar and foxes, great 
Oaks and secret caves. This was the lair of Robin Hood, the 
world’s most famous outlaw. 

Who was he? We do not really know. As long ago as 1377, 
“Rymes of Robyn Hood” were very popular in England. Already 
he was written down as a man who had fled to Sherwood 
Forest, gathered together a band of hard-fighting men and 
battled against tyranny and oppression. 

It is mostly believed that if he truly lived, he flourished during 
the reigns of King Richard Lionheart and King John. In those 
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days there was much injustice and cruelty. For killing a deer, for 
instance, a man would be put to death in a most inhuman 
fashion. Many stout-hearted Englishmen rebelled against the 
brutal laws and taking up arms, prepared to lay down their lives 
in the cause of freedom. 

Such a man was the Robin Hood of legend. Aided by his 
gallant Merry Men, Little John, Will Scarlet, Alan-a-Dale, 
Friar Tuck and many others, he fought and laughed his way 
through many a stirring adventure. 

So long as freedom is cherished in the hearts of men, so long 
will the name of Robin Hood—real man or hero of fable—endure. 


When little George Armstrong Custer was only four 
+ years old, he asked his father to make him a rea/ sword. 
Even then he had made up his mind to be a soldier. 
| He was a brave lad, always preferring to be out In 

the open, riding his horse, to being cooped up in a 
stuffy classroom. 

Even so he studied hard and in 1857 he went to 
West Point Military Academy to train to be an officer. 
Four years later the great American Civil War broke 
out and young Custer was soon in the thick of the 
fighting, leading his cavalrymen in many heart 
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stirring charges and wild raids. 

When the war finished Custer, who had risen to the 
rank of Brigadier-General, could not settle down to a 
quiet peaceful life. Instead he rode West to fight the 


savage Red Indians. 


Soon he had made a nam 
Indian fighter but In the end the redskins triumphed 


over their hated enemy for on June 25th 1876, Custer 
> men died fighting against an overwhelming 
itting Bull, Rain-in-the- 


e for himself as a ruthless 


and all hi 
force of Sioux Indians led by S 


Face, and Crazy Horse 


Croydon, Surrey. 
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